
WV Writers

2026 Fall Conference

SCHEDULE
West Virginia Writers Fall Conference, October 31, 2026

Address: Kanawha County Library, Main Branch, 123 Capitol Street
Charleston, WV 25312

Phone: 304-343-4646  3rd floor meeting rooms

Time Main Conference Room
(311 ABC)

Main Conference 
Room

A 

Main Conference 
room

B

Small conference room
308

9:00 a.m.- 
9:40 a.m.

Registration/introductions of 
presenters/president’s welcome

9:40-10:00 
a.m.

Marie Manilla Keynote:
Writing as an Act of Compassion

10:00 a.m. 
to 10:10 
a.m. 

Snacks to begin the workshop 
sessions

10:15 a.m. 
to 11:30 
a.m.

Joel Peckham
Getting the Reader in 
the Car: brilliant 
opening paragraphs

Kandi Workman
Exploring Violence 
and Vulnerability

Sara Henning
The Moments That Make Us: Writing 
Grief, Joy, and Healing Through 
Poetry

tel:304-343-4646


Lunch on 
your own
11:30 a.m. 
to 1:00 
p.m.

1:00 p.m. 
to 2:15 
p.m. 

Joel Peckham:
Fictive Nonfiction

Kandi workman
Examining Grief | 
Inciting Joy

 Sara Henning: 
The Shimmer: The Transformative 
Power of Metaphor

2:15 p.m.-
2:30 p.m.

Break/snacks

2:30 p.m.-
3:15 p.m.

Publishing panel/craft discussion; 
Q & A

  

3:15 p.m.-
4:00 p.m.

Readings by artists
Q & A

"This project is supported with financial assistance from the West Virginia Department of Tourism and the National Endowment for 
the Arts, with approval from the West Virginia Commission on the Arts." along with the logos for each organization. 

       


